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Bio Haven Floating Island Update
Chair’s Message
I am not one to look back, but I would
like to reflect for a moment. As you will
Blake Bartlett, Chair
see further into the newsletter, we were
granted a Disposition Licence for Occupancy from Alberta
Government for the placement of our biohaven floating islands within Wizard Lake. At this time, I would like to thank
all involved in this permitting.

In 2017, Wizard Lake Watershed and Lake Stewardship Association saw a need for an educational program in order to
sustain a healthy recreational lake. Through a vast amount of
research and discussion, the Board decided that it would embark on an educational program that would consist of the
purchasing of biohaven floating islands with four themes in
mind: shoreline erosion, fish habitat, removing nutrients from
the water column, and wildlife habitat (loon nesting). By securing a grant, this project moved forward.

So now looking forward, we will be embarking on the biohaven floating island project that was introduced in 2017. This
project in conjunction with our 2020 project were funded in
part through the Watershed Stewardship Grant, a program of
Land Stewardship Centre financed by Alberta Environment
and Parks.

This project grant was funded in part through the 2017 Watershed Stewardship Grant, a program of Land Stewardship
Centre financed by Alberta Environment and Parks. Additional funding has been sponsored by Wizard Lake Watershed
and Lake Stewardship Association (WLWLSA).
Nature Helping Nature … the first of our Biohaven Floating
Islands is now positioned west of the eagle's nest on the
south shore of Wizard Lake. This is the first of our islands that
will be positioned within Wizard Lake under Alberta Government Disposition Licence of Occupation under the Public
Lands Act, Province of Alberta DLO #180182. Under this licence, we have been granted five locations in various areas
within Wizard Lake.

At present, Wizard Lake Watershed and Lake Stewardship
Association have retained Associated Environmental Consultants Inc., Dorte Koster, PhD, Senior Aquatic Scientist to prepare a historical Wizard Lake data summary along with recommendations. This endeavour will provided a path forward
showing where Wizard Lake’s watershed is today, along with
what we, as watershed residents can do in order to sustain a
healthy recreational lake and watershed for years to come.
The findings and recommendations, we are hoping, pending
Covid-19 restrictions may be available for an in-person
presentation early spring 2021.
So, in summary, I would like to thank my entire Board of Directors for their eager volunteerism. Without them we would
be unable to accomplish the wide variety of activities and
projects that our ‘little’ watershed association achieves. We
may be a small watershed but our enthusiasm and interest in
trying different and innovative ways reflects on how we approach the needed assistance for Wizard Lake and its watershed’s sustainability.

First biohaven island in location.

To assist in understanding the advantage of biohaven floating
islands, please refer to the 2019 International Institute for
Sustainable Development article www.iisd.org/ela Floating
Treatment Wetlands and Plant Bioremediation: Nutrient
treatment in eutrophic freshwater lakes" 2019 article {An
IISD-ELA and Pelican Lake, Manitoba Case Study}.

As another year passes, we, the Wizard Lake Watershed and
Stewardship Association Board of Directors, would like to
wish all a happy, healthy and safe 2021.
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Plant growth root mass beneath the island.
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The remaining biohaven floating islands will be positioned in
their locations next year. These islands will be planted with
the assistance of local young people in order to provide them
with the hands-on opportunity to assist in an environmental
endeavour by WLWLSA.

Wizard Lake Water Quality
Data Summary
WLWLSA is very excited to inform you that funding has been
secured for a historical study of Wizard Lake and its watershed water quality by Associated Environmental Consultants
Inc. The task components are to review and compile recommendations from our twenty years of historical data:

This event drew 345 participants of all ages.

 Quality Assurance/Quality Control and Analysis of Tributary
Data
 Wizard Lake Water Quality Review
 Update Wizard Lake Phosphorus Budget

The event was sponsored in part by the following:










This is great news for our watershed. Results are expected to
be available late 2020.

Wizard Lake Water Levels
Yearly comparisons for water
levels at the weir:

2020
2019
2018

APRIL 19

APRIL 25

SEPT 4

+4.5
+1.75
-7.5

+8.5
+1.0
+2.0

0.0
+0.5
-5.5

Stay tuned for details of our 2021 event www.wizardlake.ca.

Winter LakeKeepers
The Winter LakeKeepers program allows volunteers to independently monitor lakes or reservoirs for parameters important to ecological health while ice fishing. Training manuals and monitoring equipment are sent to volunteers to collect data from a lake or reservoir. This program is offered
through Alberta Lake Management Society (ALMS), supported with funding from Alberta EcoTrust.

As illustrated in this photo it has
been a crazy year for debris at
the weir.

Try It 2020

“Team Wizard Lake” Shane Hammell, Corey Drynan, and
Lincoln Drynan volunteered to collect data from Wizard Lake
during the winter of 2020. They measured water temperature
and dissolved oxygen at various depths commencing at 1 meter with 1 meter intervals; a phosphorous sample was also
taken and sent back to ALMS for analysis and reporting.

Our second annual Try It Event held at Jubilee Park February
8, 2020, between 11am and 3pm, was once again a huge success. At this time, we would like to thank all volunteers for
assisting in the preparation of the activities consisting of ice
fishing, skating, curling, snowshoeing, cross country skiing,
horse drawn sleigh rides, wood carving demonstration, Sugar
Shack, tobogganing, various craft activities for the young,
hockey board game. The horse drawn sleigh rides and wood
carver demonstration were two new activities added this year.
Free hot dogs and refreshments were supplied for all. Over 40
dozen hot dogs were consumed by hungry participants!!
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Leduc County
County of Wetaskiwin #10
Minchau Lumber Ltd.
Pair-A-Dice Trikes
Safeway, Leduc
Tim Horton's, Leduc Sparrow Drive
Water & Ice, Leduc
Len Thompson Fishing Lures, Lacombe
Wizard Lake Watershed and Lake Stewardship Association volunteers and equipment
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Annual General Meeting
WLWLSA held its annual general meeting October 3, 2020 at
1:00 pm. This was an outdoor event with COVID-19 guidelines in place. We would like to extend a warm welcome to
Riad Assaf, from Enchantment Valley, as our newest board
member. Thanks to board members returning for another
term. AGM minutes are posted on our website.

Corey Drynan and Shane Hammell
Wizard Lake Spring Tributary Inlet
Water Sampling

Thank you Volunteers!
Each year our volunteers do an amazing
job in and around Wizard Lake. We
would like to thank all those volunteers
that have participated during the 2020
season.
Buoy Installation & Removal
Installation and removal of speed buoys have once again
been completed. For the installation this Spring we had a
junior volunteer, Lincoln Drynan, assisted by his father,
Corey Drynan and Blake & Linda Bartlett. Blake & Linda
along with two Leduc County representatives removed
the buoys this Fall. This endeavour is sponsored by Leduc
County.
Facebook
Kathie Drynan and Shane Hammell do an amazing
job keeping us updated on Facebook including great
pictures.
WLWLSA Website
Laverne Faulkner for maintaining our website.
Annual Water Quality Testings
Larry MacPherson for coordinating with Alberta Lake Management Society’s (ALMS) annual water quality sampling of
Wizard Lake. Larry has been involved for many years using his
boat providing transportation for ALMS. This year was one of
those years that ALMS sampled Wizard Lake four times. Once
again, we’re looking forward to these results.
Newsletter
Cathy Holman for creating our newsletters.
Bulletin Board Flowers
Kate Daniel and her volunteers for planting flowers at all
WLWLSA’s bulletin boards.
Finances
Thank you to the accounting firm of Ross & Sylvestre Chartered
Professional Accountants for their work in providing the 20192020 financial statement presented at the AGM by treasurer
John Hrynkow.
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