CANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS AT WIZARD LAKE
(Excerpt from the WLWLSA Newsletter Fall 2016)

The long tradition of celebrating Canada Day at Wizard Lake has been taking place since the early nineties. We used to have the “Yatch” Club on Curilane B which organized dances and BBQ’s on Canada Day and this was a prelude to our road and boat parades.

Four of our long standing residents on Curilane A and B, Ken Litzenberger, Derek Brown, Gloria Holbrook and Millie Barhurst took to organizing a Road Parade which encompassed many forms of transport from a 1940 Ford Pickup, bicycles, motor cycles, baby carriage, and quads all draped out in Canada Day flags etc.  The only criterion to enter the parade was a unit with wheels decorated with Canada Day regalia. After expert and totally unbiased judging for the best entry there followed a grand feast held at the “Gazebo”. This was located on the tennis court (the Yatch Club) set up by Andi and Liz Pallas with the famous “Pig Roast” carefully prepared by Emory Holbrook and Earl Johnston.  This attracted many residents from all around the lake and a good time was had by all. The last road parade and Canada Day BBQ was in 2003.

Kate and I immigrated to Canada from the United Kingdom in the late sixties and being proud Canadians we have always taken the opportunity to celebrate July 1st as a very special day.  In 2004 we decided to decorate our boat, play and sing “O Canada” and put to sail around the lake creating our own single boat parade!  Over the years the boat parade has grown and also includes the RCMP and Leduc County boats. This year we had over 60 boats in the parade which has been our biggest turn out.    In 2012 an added attraction was the Canada Day Firework display, organized and carried out by Brent Elder and Terry Clark. This has become another highlight and is especially spectacular when viewed by boat.

In 2017 we will be celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday and are looking for suggestions on how to commemorate this special day above and beyond the boat parade and fireworks. A one off BBQ has been suggested at the end of the boat parade. Perhaps having one on the south side and one on the north side of the lake....looking for suggestions.
Wizard Lake is a unique and special hidden gem with events like this has made our community one of friendship and pride.  Many individuals over the years have volunteered their time to make Wizard Lake a better place to live and play and our thanks to all of you for your contributions.

Chris and Kate Daniel Curilane B

Larry Staples was kind enough to take pictures of most of the boats that participated in the boat parade this year and has made them available to us.  Feel free to download a picture of your boat. 
