
WIZARD LAKE WATERSHED AND LAKE STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Friday, August 14, 2015, 1:15 – 4:00 pm, Bartlett’s House
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Present:
Blake Bartlett, Chris Daniel, Kate Daniel, LeVerne Ellsworth, Laverne Faulkner, Harold Hofstra
Regrets:
Bryan Mason
AGENDA
1. March 26 meeting minutes approval
2. Spring workshop at Glen Park Hall recap
3. Blue Green algae

4. Obtaining paid staff (Blake)
5. Grant application update (Blake)
6. County of Wetaskiwin long term funding (Blake)
7. Blue Green algae spreadsheet follow up ( Blake)
8. Insurance update (LeVerne)
9. Noxious weed concerns (Kate)
10. Fertilizer use ban at lakes
11. Fall AGM
12. Newsletter

13. Correspondence
14. Board executive positions
MINUTES
1. March 26 meeting minutes approval
· Approved
2. Spring workshop at Glen Park Hall recap
· 45 attendees, of whom 15 were presenters/organizers, 30 guests was disappointing

· Leduc county paid all expenses for the workshop, and was happy with the turnout

· Agenda and speakers were excellent, Blake did an excellent organizing job

· The new provincial government’s priorities are schools and hospitals, other grants are on hold or cancelled, so it will be hard to get money for future events
3. Blue green algae
· Manitoba is using clay to trap nutrients in a lake, and according to AB Environment this is prohibitively expensive

· Pigeon Lake is doing tests using slurry and chemical treatments

· Blake to follow up on other known lake testing being done and report back.

4. Obtaining paid staff (Blake)
· Blake hasn’t heard from Land Stewardship regarding funding paid staff

· Pigeon lake has applied unsuccessfully for staff in the past

· A vision and a job description with the amounts of time is required for future meetings with Land Stewardship

· Kate will compile a job description from input from the board, as well as get input from Cathy and Ruth

· All board members will give Kate a list of what they think should be included in the job description, including an estimate of time required by August 26
5. Grant application update (Blake)
· Grant application to the Alberta Stewardship network to cover the spreadsheet research was denied

6. County of Wetaskiwin long term funding (Blake)
· Funding requests from both Wetaskiwin and Leduc have been tabled

7. Spreadsheet follow up (Blake)
· Continued work on this is dependent upon funding

· Generally there is no interest in the public sector for research into the overall picture of blue green algae over many years

· Early results of spreadsheet work seems to show changes in the lake by the day, week, or month, not yearly averages. Is this information of use to determine lake health?  Blake is prepared to carry on with this data gathering in conjunction with AB Environment and ALMS.

8. Insurance update (LeVerne)
· WLWLSA is named on Nature Alberta’s policy
9. Noxious weed concerns (Kate)
· The presence of Himalayan Balsam at Wizard Lake was reported by Nature Alberta

· Information about this weed will be included in the next newsletter

10. Fertilizer use ban
· County of Wetaskiwin has passed a 100 meter ban on fertilizer use at 6 lakes in the county, including Wizard Lake

· This information will be included in the next newsletter

· Harold will talk to Kim Barkwell to find out what Leduc county is contemplating

11. Fall AGM

· To be held Saturday, September 5, 2015, 10:00

· Will be low key, a Wizard Lake yearly windup for the lake

· Quorum is 15 members
· Coffee and doughnuts, update on community happenings, meet your neighbours, future of stewardship

· After the board meeting it was decided through email exchanges to have this meeting at the day use area of Jubilee park.  Chris and Kate have some excellent ideas about how to revive some community involvement, to be discussed at a later meeting
· Each board member to sit with small groups to informally chat about:  health of lake?  how is WLWLSA doing?  Expectations?  How can we get more people on board?

· Laverne will email information to membership and elected officials, and create a poster

· Doughnuts, coffee maker – LeVerne, Coffee, pop, water – Blake
· Obtain permission from Leduc county to use the park – Blake 

· Harold will run the formal AGM:  financial report, elect board members

12. Newsletter
· Harold will ask Cathy if she will produce a newsletter this fall

· Topics:

-
fertilizer ban – Harold 

-
blue green algae – Blake 

-
noxious weed – Kate 
-
Larry McPherson’s ALMS award – LeVerne 

13. Correspondence
· Harold received a letter about concerns with garbage being left on the lakeshore (Herman’s point, Arja’s point, Curilane A boat launch road)

· Blake will talk to Leduc county about posting signs (garbage in, garbage out) and fixing the fence at Arja’s point so the lake can’t be accessed by vehicles at that point

14. Board executive positions

· Chris is resigning from the board after the AGM, big shoes to fill for Vice chair position, Harold expressed appreciation for Chris’s hard work and immense contribution

· Harold plans to step down as Chair, due to work commitments, although he will remain on the board

· These positions will be filled at the next board meeting following the AGM

Minutes prepared by Laverne Faulkner August 19, 2015.
WLWLSA board minutes 15.08.14
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